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1. What is resealing?

Resealing is a legal procedure under the Probates (Re-Sealing) Law, Cap. 192
(hereinafter called as the «Law>»), by which a Grant of Probate issued in the United
Kingdom and certain Commonwealth jurisdictions is formally recognised by the Cyprus
Courts. Once resealed, the foreign grant is given the same legal effect in Cyprus as if it
had been issued by a Cyprus court. This enables the executor or administrator of the
estate as recognised by the issued Grant of Probate to lawfully administer and distribute
assets situated in Cyprus, including immovable property, bank accounts, and other estate

assets avoiding the need to commence a separate and full probate application in Cyprus.

2. When is Resealing required?

Resealing process is typically performed when:
e The deceased was domiciled in the United Kingdom (and certain Commonwealth
jurisdictions) but owned assets in Cyprus,
e A UK Grant of Probate or Letters of Administration has already been issued by the
competent UK or Commonwealth Court,

e The executor needs to manage or transfer Cyprus-based assets.

Without resealing, the issued Grant of Probate or Letters of Administration alone have no
legal effect in Cyprus. Although requirements may vary depending on the case and court,
the Cyprus courts require a list of documents which must be provided in certain form and
are mandatory to proceed with the procedure such as, amongst others, a Certified copy
of the UK Grant of Probate (or Letters of Administration), Original death certificate, true
Copy of the deceased’s Will (if existent) and a Power of Attorney, authorising a person in
Cyprus be appointed as a personal representative of the executor or administrator as
appointed by the UK or Commonwealth Court. It is noted that the above-mentioned
documents shall be duly legalised by apostilled in order to be admissible to the Court.

The Cyprus court retains discretion and must be satisfied that all legal requirements are

met before approving the application.

3. How it is done in practice?

As the process is procedural in nature and requires practical expertise in preparing the
application, collecting the supporting documentation, and handling appearances before the

Cyprus District Courts and court registrars, in the majority of the cases a local lawyer is



appointed through a power of attorney to manage the proceedings on behalf of the

executor or administrator.

4. Legal effect of Resealing

Once resealed, the executor acquires full legal authority in Cyprus to administer the estate,
including the power to transfer immovable property, access and close bank accounts, sell
or otherwise dispose assets, and complete the distribution of the estate locally. The
resealed grant is treated for all legal purposes as if it had been originally issued by a

Cyprus District Court.

5. Timeframe

The resealing process is generally more efficient and faster than initiating a probate
application in Cyprus. However, the overall timeframe may vary depending on several
factors, including the completeness and accuracy of the submitted documentation, the
complexity of the estate and the time required to obtain tax clearance for all assets in

Cyprus held by the deceased at the time of death.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, resealing a Grant of Probate in Cyprus provides an efficient way to
administer estates with assets in the relevant jurisdictions, reducing the need for separate
and often lengthy probate proceedings. While the process offers significant practical
advantages in terms of speed and administrative simplicity, it is subject to important
limitations, including eligibility requirements or the potential need for parallel probate
where a separate Cyprus will exist. Overall, when applicable, resealing serves as a valuable
legal mechanism that facilitates smoother cross-border estate administration while still

ensuring compliance with Cypriot legal requirements.
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This publication has been prepared as a general guide and for information purposes only.
It is not a substitution for professional advice. One must not rely on it without receiving
independent advice based on the particular facts of his/her own case. No responsibility
can be accepted by the author or the publishers for any loss occasioned by acting or

refraining from acting on the basis of this publication.
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OUR FIRM

We are a Law Firm consisting of more than 70 lawyers, accountants and other
professionals, consulting international and local clients.

The Firm offers to its clients legal and advisory services since 1983. The Firm gradually
evolved over the years, from a traditional Law Firm into an innovative pioneering Law Firm
that combines exceptional expertise, among others, in corporate, tax, litigation, vat,
accounting, financial services, banking, employment, migration, property, liquidation and
technology law.

The Firm provides to its clients' businesses full support on a daily basis, as well as tailored
solutions to today's global economic and legal challenges, always compatible with the
latest global developments and innovations.

The Firm aims to participate in the operations of its clients and has as its vision and pride
to become part of their story having as flag, the motto "...Being part of your story is
our pride..."
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